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disciplined citizens. The question of discipline, therefore, takes a
very, prominent place in educational life. In an earlier chapter
I described the type of discipline which prevailed in education
soon after the Revolution. In some districts the lack of discipline
continued even as late as 1932. Pistrak, in his book School
Themes, gives reports on some of the schools in the town of
Rostov in which a remarkable state of affairs existed. " The
children in Class 5 run in and out of the class like lunatics. Fight-
ing begins; they run about the classroom. The teacher asks a boy
to sit down and be quiet. Books are given out. No one does
anything. The lesson is wasted." It was about this time that
the Central Committee of the Communist Party issued the
decrees dealing with discipline. The onus of maintaining disci-
pline was placed on the teacher. It was pointed out that there
was a very close connection between an interesting and well-
planned lesson and good discipline. Since 1932 Soviet educa-
tionists have travelled swiftly along the road to discipline, and
they are in danger of overdoing it. " To be organised " is becom-
ing a fetish. It is the inevitable reaction from the former com-
plete lack of organisation, and the response to the need for dis-
ciplined workers. I have no doubt that when the need disappears,
the stress on organisation will also disappear.
To quote Pistrak again: "An intelligent discipline includes
right behaviour in the small details of daily life outside and
inside the school, and is a result of the general conditions.** On
this subject Lenin, addressing the Third Conference of the
Komsomols (Young Communists), said, " In place of the old
military discipline which existed in the bourgeois society in spite
of the will of the majority, we are going to create an intelligent
worker and peasant discipline which will unite with its hatred
for that old social order the determination to equip themselves
with the knowledge to organise and unite all the forces for that
struggle* And from the will of the scattered and broken^up
millions, and hundreds of millions, of people disposed over tibe
vast territory, shall be created one will. Without this unified will
we shall certainly be destroyed. Without this solidarity,